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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. \An image data communication system in which a 
plurality of client computers and a server system are 
capable* of communicating with each other via a network, 
wherein \ne of said client computers includes: 

an oi?iginal-image data specifying unit for 
specifying original-image data that is to be transmitted 
to said serveV system; and 

an original-image data transmitting unit for 
10 transmitting thA original-image data, which has been 

specified by said\original-image data specifying unit, 
to said server system; and 

said server system includes: 
an original-imag& data receiving unit for receiving 
15 the original-image dat A transmitted from said original- 
image data transmitting mnit; 

an image data generatdng unit, which responds to 
receipt of the original-imaVe data by said original- 
image data receiving unit, for generating reduced-data- 
20 quantity image data of two stages representing at least 
two images possessing data quan-oij-ties of at least two 
stages in each of which the quantity of data is less 
than that of the original-image dai^a; and 

a unit for associating the origYnal-image data, 
25 which has been received by said original-image data 

receiving unit, and the reduced-data-qirantity image data 
that has been generated by said image da\a generating 
unit. 



2. Yrhe system according to claim 1, wherein said server 
systefo further includes a specific-format image data 
generating unit for generating image data having a 
predetermined specific data format that is independent 
of the da-ba format of the original-image data, 

3. The sys\em according to claim 1, wherein said image 
data generatMag unit generates reduced-data-quantity 
image data of prescribed format that is independent of 
the data format\of the original-image data, 

4. The system according to claim 1, wherein said server 
system further inaludes a memory in which the quantity 
of original-image cfata that can be stored is allocated 
beforehand to each cVient computer, said memory storing 
temporarily the origimal-image data that has been 
received by said origimal-image data receiving unit; 

said original -image data transmitting unit of said 
client computer sending said server system the original- 
image data having a data quantity less than the quantity 
of data allocated beforehand. 

5. The system according to claim 4, wherein said server 
system further includes a data-quantity information 
transmitting unit for sending s^aid client computer 
information representing a pre-cM.located data quantity 
capable of being stored, in said memory; 

said original-image data transmitting unit of said 
client computer sending said server Wstem the original- 
image data having a data quantity lese than the quantity 
of data allocated beforehand based upon said 



information, which represents the data quantity, 
transmitted from said data-quantity information 
transmitting unit of said server system. 

6. The\system according to claim 1, wherein said server 
system futther includes a storage unit for storing the 
original-image data and the reduced-data-quantity image 
data of two>stages. 

7. The system according to claim 1, wherein said server 
system further\ includes a color adjustment unit for 
applying color adjustment processing to at least one 
item of image data among the original-image data and 
reduced-data-quantity image data of two stages. 

8. The system according to claim 1, wherein said client 
computer further includes: 

a data specifying unit for specifying image data 
that is to undergo coiDpr adjustment among the original- 
image data and reduced-\iata-quantity image data of two 
stages; and \ 

a specifying-data transmitting unit for sending 
said server system specifying data which represents the 
image data that has been specified by said data 
specifying unit; and \ 

said server system furtheA includes a specifying- 
data receiving unit for receiving the specifying data 
that has been transmitted from sa\d specifying-data 
transmitting unit of said client computer; 

said color adjustment unit applying color 
adjustment processing to image data, which has been 



specified by said specifying data received by said 
specif ying-data receiving unit, among the original-image 
data and reduced-data-quantity image data of two stages. 
9. The System according to claim 6, wherein said client 
5 computer farther includes a transmission requesting unit 
for sending\said server system a request to transmit at 
least one iteb of image data among the original-image 
data and reduce^d-data-quantity image data of two stages 
that has been stored in said storage unit; and 

10 said server isystem further includes: 

a transmission-request receiving unit for receiving 
the transmission request transmitted from said 
transmission requesting unit of said client computer; 

a first receptionXprivilege determination unit for 

15 determining whether the ^privilege to receive image data 
specified by the transmission request received by said 
transmission-request receiving unit resides with the 
client computer that issued Vhe transmission request; 
and \ 

20 a data transmitting unitAwhich is responsive to a 

determination by said first recetotion-privilege 
determination unit to the effect that the privilege 
resides with said client computer A for reading the image 
data specified by the transmission request out of said 

25 memory unit and transmitting this imAge data to said 
client computer, and which is responsive to a 
determination by said first reception-ra-ivilege 
determination unit to the effect that the privilege does 
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notVeside with said client computer, for sending said 
cliemfc computer data indicating that transmission is not 
allowecL 

10. The\ system according to claim 6, wherein said 
5 server system further includes an end-message 

transmitting unit, which is responsive to storage of the 
original-image data and the reduced-data-quantity image 
data of two stages in said storage unit, for 
transmitting a message indicative of end of storage to 
10 said client computer that transmitted the original-image 
data, \ 

11. The system according to claim 6, wherein said 
client computer further includes: 

an image search-condition input unit for inputting 

15 image search conditions; and 

an image search-condition transmitting unit for 
sending said client computer the image search conditions 
that have been input from \said image search-condition 
input unit; and \ 

20 said server system furtner includes: 

an image search-conditiom receiving unit for 
receiving image search conditions that have been 
transmitted from said image seaAch-condition 
transmitting unit; \ 

25 a search unit for searching, V^n the basis of the 

image search conditions received bj\ said image search- 
condition receiving unit, at least one item of data 
among the original-image data and they reduced-data- 
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quantity image data of two stages stored in said storage 
unit ;\ and 

a\search-result information transmitting unit for 
sending Vaid client computer information relating to 
results o&the search conducted by said search unit. 

12. The syVtem according to claim 11, wherein said 
server systen\ further includes a second reception- 
privilege determination unit for determining whether the 
privilege to receive image data, which has been found as 
a result of the search conducted by said search unit, 
resides with said client computer; 

said search-res\ilt information transmitting unit, 
in response to a determination by said second reception- 
privilege determination\unit to the effect that the 
reception privilege resides with said client computer, 
sending said client computer the image data found as a 
result of the search conducted by said search unit. 

13. The system according toVlaim 1, wherein said 
client computer further include^ an image display unit 
for displaying an image representing by image data of a 
prescribed format; and \ 

said server system further incYudes a format 
conversion unit for converting the orsiginal-image data 
that has been received by said originaY- image data 
receiving unit to a format that is capable of being 
displayed by said image display unit; \ 

said image data generating unit generating the 
reduced-data-quantity image data having a format that is 
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capable of being displayed by said image display unit. 

14. \ A server system capable of communicating with a 
clien\ computer via a network, comprising: 

ai\priginal-image data receiving unit for receiving 
the original-image data transmitted; 

an image data generating unit, which responds to 
receipt of the\priginal-image data by said original- 
image data receiving unit, for generating reduced-data- 
quantity image dataVof two stages representing at least 
two images possessing\data quantities of at least two 
stages in each of whichxthe quantity of data is less 
than that of the original^image data; and 

a unit for associating^the original-image data, 
which has been received by saiei original-image data 
receiving unit, and the reduced-oata-quantity image data 
that has been generated by said image data generating 
unit. 

15. image database registration system comprising: 
an image file input unit for inputting an image 

file which xncludes an additional-inf ormation recording 
area in which additional information has been recorded 
and an image-data\recordlng area in which image data 
representing an imag\ ifasj been recorded; 
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tion reading unit for reading 
that has been recorded in the 
recoroing area included in the 
image file input from said images, file input unit; 

an image data reading unit fot reading the image 
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data that has been recorded in the image-data recording 
araa included in the image file input from said image 
fil^ input unit; and 

storage control unit for storing the additional 
information that has been read by said additional- 
informatXon reading unit and the image data that has 
been read \py said image data reading unit in a storage 
unit in association with each other. 
16. An imagev database search system comprising: 



a storage\ur 
which has been 
recording area 
has been recordi 
image file, are 



in which additional information, 
id in an additional-information 
a image file, and image data, which 
^an image-data recording area of the 
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d in association with each other; 
an additional-information, input unit for inputting 
additional information ; 

a search unit which\ on the basis of the additional 
information that has been Vnput from said additional- 
information input unit, retrieves the corresponding 
image data from said storage \nit; and 

an image data output unit \f or outputting image data 
that has been found by the searcfts^ conducted by said 
search unit, 

17. A methocNqf controlling the operation of a server 
system capable of ^sommunicating with a client computer 
via a network, compris^g the steps of: 

receiving original-im^e data that is sent; 
generating, in response tb\receipt of the original- 
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iage data, reduced-data-quantity image data of two 
st&aes representing at least two images possessing data 
quantities of at least two stages in each of which the 
quantity, of data is less than that of the original-image 
data; and 

associating the original-image data that has been 
received and thfct reduced-data-quantity image data that 
has been generatec 

18. An image databa^ registration method comprising 
the steps of: 

inputting an image\file which includes an 
additional-information recording area in which 
additional information has\been recorded and an image- 
data recording area in whicl^ image data representing an 
image has been recorded; 

reading the additional information that has been 



ecording area 
en input ; 
een recorded in 
ed in the image file 



recorded in the additional-info 
included in the image file that 

reading the image data tha/t l\as 
the image-data recording area j[nclu> 
that has been input; and 

storing the additional information that has been 
read and the image data that has been tf^ad in a storage 
unit in association with each other 

19, An image database search method comprising the 
steps of: 

storing additional information, which h^s been 
recorded in an additional-information recording area of 
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aiK image file, and image data, which has been recorded 
in arS. image-data recording area of the image file, in a 
storage \init in association with each other; 
inputting afcljditional information; 

on the b^WLsLof the additional information that has 
been input, rfei/ri^ing the corresponding image data from 
said storage ui 

outputting image d^a that has been found by- 
retrieval, 

10 20 • \A recording medium storing a program for 

controlling a server system capable of communicating 
with a client computer via a network, said program 
controlling a computer of the server system so as to: 
receive \priginal-image data that has been sent; 
15 generate, \in response to receipt of the original- 

image data, reduced-data-quantity image data of two 
stages representing\at least two images possessing data 
quantities of at leas\ two stages in each of which the 
quantity of data is less\than that of the original-image 
2 0 data ; and 

associate the original-^image data that has been 
received and the reduced-data-qjiantity image data that 
has been generated, 
21. A computer^eadable recording medium storing a 
25 program for registering image data in an image database, 
said program controlling ^^pmpwter of the image 
database so as to: 

input an image file which ^includes an additional- 
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information recording area in which additional 
inf damnation has been recorded and an image-data 
recoiling area in which image data representing an image 
has beVn recorded; 

re&d the additional information that has been 
recorded \in the additional-information recording area 
included i\i the image file that has been input; 

read tl^e image data that has been recorded in the 
image-data recording area included in the image file 
that has been unput ; and 

store the Additional information that has been read 
and the image daVa^that has been read in a storage unit 



in association wi 
22. A computer-it- 
program for searc 



other . 

jle recording medium storing a 
hing image data that has been 
registered in an image database, said program 
controlling a computer\of the image database so as to: 
input additional information; 

on the basis of the Nadditional information that has 
been input, retrieve the corresponding image data from a 
storage unit in which additipnal information, which has 
been recorded in an additional-information recording 
area of an image file, and image data, which has been 
recorded in an image-data recoro^ng area of the image 
file, have been stored in association with each other; 
and 

output image data that has beeA found by retrieval, 



